Mark 16:15-16

15And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 

16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
The Divine Connection Between the Believer and Baptism

· I will begin by sharing a couple of funny illustrations concerning baptism.
· Several years ago there was an elder of a church that was baptizing someone for the first time and he was consumed with the thought of making sure that she was completely immersed. 

· He told her that once she was in the water that she was going to have to help him.  

· He explained, "Now, when we get down into the water this is what I want you to do. When I say, "I now baptize you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost", I want you to squat as if you were about to sit in a chair." 

· The woman understood the instruction and they went down into the water together. The Elder raised his hand and said, "I now baptize you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy squat!" 

(Sometimes things just don’t come out as they should)

· A Methodist pastor says to a Pentecostal pastor concerning baptism, “If I immerse somebody just up to his ankles, it that enough?” “No,” answers the Pentecostal. “How about up to his knees?” “Nope.” “How about up to his shoulders?” “No sir!” 

· “You mean I’ve got to get the water over the top of his head?” “That’s right.” says the Pentecostal. 

· “Good,” says the Methodist. That proves that it’s the top of the head that’s the most important part to get wet and that’s what we do—sprinkle the head.

· Now there have been a few people who I thought it would be easier to sprinkle…

· It has been said that, “Over the centuries Christians have debated what baptism accomplishes, to whom it should be administered, and how much water should be used.”

· And nothing has changed in our religious society today.  We are still debating these same issues today!  We have a country full of believers…some who have been baptized… some who are not baptized … some who were baptized for the wrong reasons…
· And so today…we want to find out what is the divine connection between being a believer and being baptized.
· And I hope and pray that after this sermon is over today… that we will be able to answer a few of these questions…

1. Is baptism essential?

2. Is it only an outward sign of church membership and Christian maturity?

3. Do we sprinkle or immerse?  
4. Do we proclaim over the candidate that is being baptized—the words “Father, Son and Holy Ghost” … 

5. …Or do we say “In the Name of the Lord Jesus”… or both … or does it even matter…?
6. Do we baptize or sprinkle infants?  

· Should we push the issue or should we just stay away from doctrine, after all, doctrine divides and the last thing we need is a divided house.  

· Because the Book declares, “A House divided against itself will not stand.”

· There are many questions.  And the good news is there are also answers.  
· This precious Book contains answers to life’s problems.  
· It tells us how to get saved, it tells us how to stay saved and it tells us what’s going to happen to those that are saved!

· Paul understood the influence, the authority and the power of the Word of God and wrote to Timothy in…
2 Tim 3:16
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

****If life has dealt you a hand that you don’t understand.  If situation has risen time and time again that has left you speechless…do not allow it to defeat you, open up your Bible and let God speak to you through His Word.  Because God is still speaking today…
****For the Word of God is quick and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword…

****You are looking at one happy preacher this afternoon because God did not leave us defenseless—But HE LEFT US HIS WORD.  
****Heaven and Earth may pass away but the Word of God shall endure forever.  The grass withereth and the flower fadeth…but the Word of God shall stand strong for eternity.  

· And so if the Word of God contains the answer to life’s questions then I believe it contains the answer to the controversial subject of baptism.

· And we are going to try our best to understand the divine connection between being a believer and being baptized.
· Let me first of all present to you the Scripture that teaches us that Jesus was baptized.

Matthew 3:13-17

13Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. 
14But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? 
15And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. 
16And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: 
17And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
· Now…if Jesus Christ…the only man who had never sinned had to be baptized…how much more do you and I… who have done more sinning than we care to talk about need to be baptized.
· Jesus was baptized to fulfill Scripture…and you and I must be baptized to fulfill Scripture as well.
· Baptism is not a suggestion … baptism is not a multiple choice answer where you will be graded on the curve … baptism is not left up to your opinion …

· Jesus summed it up pretty good in our text when he said…
Mark 16:15-16

15And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
· Now I don’t think we need to have a commentary to understand that Jesus thought a whole bunch about baptism to associate anyone who wasn’t baptized with being damned or condemned…
· The word “believeth not” there literally means to disobey…
· If you or I are not baptized then we are disobeying the Word of the Lord…

· And in our world today, we have people who sprinkle and people who immerse; people who say in the titles Father, Son and Holy Ghost…people who say in Jesus name; people who say baptism is very important and people who says it isn’t…

· However, we can know beyond a shadow of a doubt that we have obeyed Scripture and have been baptized the way the Bible teaches us to be baptized.

· Let me just cut to the chase and tell you up front that not one person was ever sprinkled in New Testament Scripture
· As a matter of fact, the word used for baptism is “baptizo” which means to dip, immerse, or overwhelm.  

· I like the way Acts says, they went down both into the water
· This is why Paul wrote to the church of Rome and likened baptism to that of a burial…because that what it is…you repent of your sins, and then you bury that man and you come in the newness of life which is the power of the Holy Ghost.

Rom 6:4

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:

· You don’t sprinkle a little bit of dirt on someone and call that a burial.  As a matter of fact, sprinkling was birthed out of convenience more than it was conviction.  

· I don’t know about you but I am thankful for the revelation of the importance and essentiality of baptism…

****Baptism is about a brand new start…

****Baptism is about a brand new beginning…

****Baptism is about starting fresh in the Kingdom of God…

****If you are here today and you have not been baptized according to the instructions of this Book…then I wouldn’t leave here until I was dripping wet … because there is a divine connection between being a believer and being baptized.
· And it isn’t good enough to just get baptized…we have to make sure that we are being baptized correctly.

· And it seems as if we have two main groups—people being baptized in the titles Father, Son and Holy Ghost and people being baptized in Jesus Name.

· Let’s look at what Jesus actually said…

Matthew 28:19

19Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
· This was a command…this was something that was to be done in the future…this was not a baptism service.
· This is the great commission from Matthew’s vantage point.  
· But the text that we read today was the great commission from Mark’s vantage point…

· And now I want to read to you the great commission from Luke’s vantage point…

Luke 24:47

And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
· In Mark…it says “in my name”…
· In Luke…it says “in his name”…
· In Matthew it says “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost”
· Now let’s not over think this or try to make this harder than it is…we know that Mark said “in my name” … we know that Luke said “in his name” … 
· And so we have to realize and understand that Father is not a name, Son is not a name and the Holy Ghost is not a name.
· They are titles representing a person…but those are not the person’s name…
· So what Jesus is trying to teach here is the simple, yet revelatory fact that there must be (one name) … because He said in the NAME (singular) of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost…

· So this is teaching us that there is one name that represents or fulfills Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
· And that name is Jesus…
1. Jesus said…I have come in my Father’s name.

2. And she shall bring forth a son and call His Name Jesus.

3. Jesus said…I will send the Holy Ghost in my name.

· According to Encyclopedia Britannica—page 365—under baptism formula it says…

“The Trinitarian formula (father, son and Holy Ghost) was not uniformly used from the beginning.”

· It goes on to say that, “being baptized into the name of the Lord is the normal formula of the New Testament.”
· You can go do your own history if you want to (and I urge that you do) but the baptismal formula was changed in 326 A.D at The Council of Nicea.  It was changed from the name of the Lord Jesus to the titles Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

· And never one time did Jesus tell his disciples you wait until 326 AD and I am going to give you instructions….No He told them, “Go tarry at Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high…”

· And the church began in Acts 2 in the city of Jerusalem. 
****Jerusalem is the mother of the New Testament church, that’s where it started.  That’s where the apostolic message was first preached…that’s where Peter stood up and said…
Repent and be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
****I want to tell you today under the anointing of the Holy Ghost—if you have never been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus for the remission of all your sins…you are missing out on one of the greatest blessings in your life and one of the greatest commands in Scripture…
****There is a divine connection between being a believer and being baptized in Jesus Name…

****If you want to be a believer … then you must be baptized in Jesus Name.
****That’s why the writer said, “Neither is there salvation in any other—for there is no other name under heaven give among men, whereby we must be saved.”

****Whatsoever you do in word or deed do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus.

· Paul wrote to the church in Philippi and said in…

Phil 2:9-11

9.  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:

10.  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;

11.  And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

****We pray in His name…we cast out devils in his name… we heal the sick in his name…we bless our food in his name …God forbid that I get someone to the tank and pronounce something other than the name of Jesus over someone who has repented of their sins…
****Because Jesus plainly said…

Luke 24:47

And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  

(Let’s all stand…)

· The Divine Connection between being a believer and being baptized…  
Acts 2:38

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Acts 8:16

(For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)

Acts 10:48

He commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord
Acts 19:5

When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Rom 6:3

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?

1 Cor 1:12-15

12.  Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.

13.  Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?

14.  I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;

15.  Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name.

Col 3:17

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.

Gal 3:27

For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Mark 16:16

He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

· I close with this…

· If you are here today and you have never been baptized…or you have never been baptized in Jesus Name…you need to become the child of promise and not the child of flesh.
· I ask you one question—your current mode of baptism can it be traced back to nail prints or fingerprints.  
How were you baptized?
· There is a divine connection between being a believer and being baptized…

· There are only 2 different baptisms in the New Testament.

1. John’s baptism

2. Baptism in the Name of Jesus

John immersed.

The early church immersed.

John’s baptism was done away with when the church started.

Leaving only one mode of New Testament baptism!

No one was ever sprinkled in the early church…no one was ever baptized in the titles in the early church…

So my questions is where did all this other stuff come from?

It didn’t come from here (the Bible)

(Let’s pray)

· I think as a church we ought to gather around this altar and thank God for revelation and thank God for truth…
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