
THE BLESSED LIFE

Lesson One
Series based on the book “The Blessed Life” by Robert Morris

We talk a lot about blessing but what really does it mean to be blessed?  Is it the abundance of things that shows we are blessed or is there something more to it?  Being blessed I believe goes beyond just having things or having the money for things – let me define “the blessed life” for this series:

“Being blessed means having supernatural power working for you.  By contrast,

being cursed means having supernatural power working against you.”
The days of the blessed person are filled with divine “coincidences” and heavenly meaning.  A blessed person may or may not be wealthy by the world’s standards, but he enjoys a quality of life that most billionaires would envy.

In the book of Deuteronomy there are four separate points where God tells those that will obey Him that He will bless everything to which they put their hands.  This is what the blessed life is like – everything you touch does well.

Deuteronomy (New International Version)

14:29 so that the Levites (who have no allotment or inheritance of their own) and the aliens, the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns may come and eat and be satisfied, and so that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.

15:10 Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.

23:20 You may charge a foreigner interest, but not a brother Israelite, so that the LORD your God may bless you in everything you put your hand to in the land you are entering to possess.

28:8 The LORD will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to. The LORD your God will bless you in the land he is giving you.

28:12 The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations but will borrow from none.

Blessing should permeate every aspect of a person’s life – health, relationships, work, family, emotions and thoughts.  

I fear we often shy away from this subject because of what people think when we talk about how blessing comes but the reason I am teaching this tonight and starting this series is because I believe that God wants his people blessed and I want to see blessing on your life and mine.

We have mistaken the concept of blessing that the Bible teaches  -  God wants to bless us I order to be a blessing!!  This series I am convinced is going to radically change some of our perspectives on what it means to give and what it means to be blessed.

There is not one of us that are natural-born givers.  We are all born takers.  We enter this world with a fallen sin nature, and at the heart of that nature is a tendency toward selfishness.  

But when we look to the Word of God we quickly discover that God is a giver.  Just look at John 3:16 – For God so love the world that He GAVE His only begotten Son

God is generous beyond our ability to imagine.  But it was selfishness and pride that caused Satan to be cast out of heaven.

There are a lot of people in our culture have this exactly backwards.  They see God as stingy and the devil as the one who likes to pass out favors.  So, if you are ever prone to getting confused about this issue, remember it this way: God and generous both begin with the letter G.  Satan and selfishness both begin with the letter S.

You have heard it countless times – You cant out give God!!  God offers the only true guaranteed financial results available on Earth.  But there are some principles that we have to follow and examine in order to experience God’s highest rewards.

The first thing that we have to grasp –

· GOD MUST BE FIRST

· You have heard the old saying many times: FIRST THINGS FIRST.

· A lot of biblical truth to that cliché.  So what are the “first things” where living the blessed life is concerned?  

Consider this – there are more than 500 verses concerning prayer and nearly 500 verses concerning faith, but more than 2000 verses on the subject of money and possessions.  

Jesus talked about money in 16 of His 38 parables.  Clearly, from the Bibles standpoint, we need to understand money and how to handle it.  Why?  Because money is actually a test from God.

How you handle money reveals volumes about your priorities, loyalties and affections.  In fact, it directly dictates many of the blessings you will or won’t experience in life. 

The very first principle you and I must grasp, if we are to understand giving, is the principle of firstfruits.  You can also call it the principle of the firstborn or the tithe.

I think why some of us struggle in understanding God’s plan of blessing in our lives and tithing and this entire firstfruits deal is because we have never been taught it from a biblical perspective – we have only been told – YOU BETTER GIVE!!

I am convinced that we miss so much of the bible because we tune it all out and say I’ve heard that before!! 

· FIRSTBORN AND FIRSTFRUITS

· SACRIFICED OR REDEEMED

· We find an important financial precedent established in the 13th chapter of Exodus.

· Exodus 13:2 – Consecrate to Me all the firstborn, whatever opens the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and beast; it is Mine.
Here God declares that the firstborn is MINE.  It belongs to Him.  In fact, you will find God declaring that the firstborn is His 16 times in Scripture.

Exodus 13:12-13 (New King James Version)

12 that you shall set apart to the LORD all that open the womb, that is, every firstborn that comes from an animal which you have; the males shall be the LORD’s. 13 But every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb; and if you will not redeem it, then you shall break its neck. And all the firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem.

It is so important that we understand something about the principle of the firstborn.  According to OT law, the firstborn was to be either sacrificed or redeemed.  There was no third option.  Every time one of your livestock animals delivered its firstborn, you were to sacrifice it, or if it was designated unclean, you had to redeem it with a clean, spotless lamb.  Let me break it down – the clean firstborn had to be sacrificed and the unclean firstborn had to be redeemed.

With this concept in mind, think about the account in the NT in which John the Baptist meets Jesus on the banks of the Jordan River.

John is baptizing and looks up and sees Jesus walking toward him.  John then cries out – BEHOLD!  The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

With that inspired declaration, John perfectly defined the role Jesus had come to fulfill.  Jesus is God’s firstborn.  Jesus was clean – perfect and unblemished in every way.  On th other hand, every one of us was born unclean.  We were all born sinners with a fully active sin nature.  

Now think back to what we just discussed in Exodus – the principle of the firstborn – Remember the law stated that if the firstborn animal was clean, it was to be sacrificed.  But if the firstborn was unclean, it was to be redeemed with a clean animal.

Can you see the symbolic parallel?  Jesus was God’s firstborn Son, and He was born clean.  He was born pure, spotless lamb.  But every one of us was born unclean; therefore, Jesus was sacrificed to redeem us.

When He redeemed us by His sacrifice, He bought us back for God.  He was literally a fist fruits offering.  In a very real sense, Jesus was God’s tithe.

Now look at this – God gave His tithe (Jesus) in faith before we ever believed.  Notice that God gave Him to us before we believed.  Romans 5:8 says:

God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while were still sinners, Christ died for us.

We have to give our first fruits offering – our tithes – in much the same way.  BEFORE we see the blessing of God, we give it in faith.  

God gave Jesus in faith “that He might be the firstborn among many brethren” (Romans 8:29).  In this sense, Jesus is God’s tithe.  God gave Jesus first, in faith, even when we were sinners – even as were mocking Him and spitting in His face while He was dying.  

God didn’t wait to see if we would first change or repent or make ourselves worthy.  God knew the principle of first things first.  

Watch this – The firstborn in every household in Egypt was taken on that Passover night.  How could God justify taking the lives of Egypt’s firstborn in the final plagued?  It is because the firstborn belongs to God.  God had a legal right to take every firstborn because every one of them in Egypt and in Israel belonged to Him.  

But the firstborn in Israel didn’t die that night, did they?  Why not?  Because a lamb was sacrificed to redeem them.  A spotless, perfect Lamb took their place!

Now notice – God instructed Moses to apply the blood of the sacrificed Lamb to the doorposts of each home.  They were to apply the blood to the mantle (the top of the door frame) and on the posts (the sides of the door frame).

Imagine yourself standing outside one of those doors, dipping a hyssop branch in that lamb’s blood, first on the left side of the door frame, then going across and applying on the right side and then reaching up and applying the blood in the middle of the mantle, on the top, so the blood would drip down.  

If you notice – you created the form of a cross in the blood.  The Israelites were saved by the blood of the lamb in the form of a cross!  And that’s precisely how we’re saved.  God redeemed us in the same way – by giving His firstborn Son as a sacrifice.  

The principle of the firstfruits is very powerful.  I have heard it said that any first thing given is never lost, and any first thing not given is always lost.  In other words, what we give to God, we don’t lose because God redeems it for us.  But what we withhold from God, we will lose.  Jesus echoed this principle when He said:

For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it (Matt. 16:25 NIV).

The first belongs to God.  We can find this principle all through God’s Word.  We can give God the first of our time.  We can give Him the first of our finances.  That is what tithing really is – giving our first to God.  It is saying, “God, I’m going to give to You first and trust You will redeem the rest.”

Let me put this another way – when a first-born lamb is born in a flock, it is not possible to know how many more lambs that ewe might produce.  Nevertheless, God didn’t say, “Let your ewe produce nine lambs first and then give Me the next one.”  No, God says, “Give Me the first one.”

Folks, it always requires faith to give the first.  That is why so few Christians experience the blessings of tithing and giving.  IT means giving to God before you see if you’re going to have enough.  By tithing, it is as if we are saying to God, “I recognize YOU first.  I am putting You first in my life, and I trust YOU to take care of the rest of the things in my life.”

That is why tithing is so important. It is the primary way we acknowledge that God is first.  

The first portion is the redemptive portion.  In other words, when the first portion is given to God, the rest is redeemed.  In the same way, coming to church at the first of the week is a way of giving the Lord the first of our time.

Monday can not be viewed as the first day of your week – some think I have to get this week started right.  I have to put some deals together and get some money in the bank.  They give the first part of their week to money.

Some think Friday is the beginning of their week.  It’s the weekend and I am really going to party and have a good time.  These type of people give the firstfruits of their to recreation.  

· THE FIRST OF THE FIRST

· Not only does the firstborn belong to God but firstfruits belong to Him as well

· Exodus 23:19 – The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring into the house of the LORD your God.

This verse goes even further and says it’s the first of your firstfruits that God wants.  That means the last of your firstfruits isn’t acceptable.  It’s not the tenth portion of your firstfruits; its the first portion of your firstfruits.  LOOK AT VERSE AGAIN

The scripture designates “the house of the LORD” as the proper place to give firstfruits.  It doesn’t say to give them anywhere else – bring them “into the house of the LORD your GOD.”

We must always give to the Lord’s house first.  This is an aspect of the principle of firstfruits that we need to get a hold of and understand.  That is why Proverbs 3 says:

9 Honor the LORD with your possessions, And with the firstfruits of all your increase; 10 So your barns will be filled with plenty, And your vats will overflow with new wine.

Tithing to the Lord’s house involves honoring the Lord with our possessions and with the firstfruits of all of our increase.

Tithing to the Lord’s house involves honoring the Lord with our possessions and with the firstfruits of all of our increase.  

Most people in OT times were farmers.  They raised animals and grew crops for their living.  “Increase” came as crops were harvested and livestock reproduced.  Today you may be a banker lawyer teacher whatever – that is how your increase comes.

When we honor God with our firstfruits – the Word makes it very clear that we will see that our barns will be filled with plenty and our vats will overflow.

Look what happened at Jericho – God gave them strict instructions that they were not to keep any of the spoils from Jericho.  All of it belonged to him.

Why – it was the first city conquered in the Promised Land.  It was the firstfruits.  God was saying, “Bring all the silver and the gold from Jericho into My house and then you can have all the rest.”  He never said, “Conquer 10 cities and give Me all the spoils from the tenth one.”  He said – Give me the first and you can have the rest.  That took faith, of course – and so does tithing.

One person among the Israelites disregarded God’s clear instructions.  The Israelites were told that the silver and the gold were consecrated to the Lord, but a man named Achan took some for himself and became “accursed”.

Think about this for a moment – When the spoils were given to God, they were consecrated or set apart for God’s house, but after a man took some for himself, it was actually cursing Israel’s efforts to take the Promised Land.

Consecrated or cursed – that’s exactly what the tithe is all through the Bible.  The tithe is consecrated to the Lord and for the Lord’s house.  But if we take it for ourselves, it becomes a curse because it is stolen.

In Malachi 3, God makes it clear that if we keep the tithe to ourselves, we are robbing God.  It is a sobering thing to me to consider tat one can steal from God and , therefore be under a curse.

8 “ Will a man rob God?

Yet you have robbed Me!

But you say,

‘ In what way have we robbed You?’

In tithes and offerings.

9 You are cursed with a curse,

For you have robbed Me,

Even this whole nation.

So many people want to overlook this Scripture or try to explain it away.  Some will say well that was in the OT – but in the very same chapter of Malachi, God says, “For I am the LORD, I do not change”

We have already seen that the Lord clearly says that the firstborn belongs to Him and the firstfruits are His.  We also just heard Him say that the tithe belongs to Him.

Here is my question to those who contend that the principle of the tithe is no longer active:  If God declares, I DO NOT CHANGE, then when did those things supposedly change?  When did God change?

The tithe, the firstborn and the firstfruits all belong to the Lord.  This isn’t a law!  It is and unchanging principle established by an unchanging God.

Man in the church in LA – Well tithing is under the Law, so I don’t have to do it.  We’re under grace now.”  They need to know that there are many things that were under the Law that continue to be principles with God. 

For one moment would you believe anyone who asserted that because adultery was forbidden under the Law, it is now acceptable under grace?  Would you accept an argument that stated that because stealing was forbidden under the OT law, it is now acceptable under New Covenant grace?  Of course not.

There are eternal principles throughout the word of God, and tithing is  clearly one of them.  It is a principle that runs from Genesis to Revelations.

The tithe belongs to God.  The firstborn belongs to God.  And firstfruits belong to God.  I have talked to a lot of people on this subject and I have heard a lot of testimonies about people that have an understanding of this.  Ever tither I have spoken with has given me a similar testimony; every nontither has also given me a similar testimony, but one that is different from those who tithe.

Without exception, tithers say, I’m blessed or God has blessed me.  They all give the testimony that God is blessing them.  In contrast, every non tither I have ever spoken with gives this testimony:  “I can’t afford to tithe.”

Now think about this – all tithers say IM BLESSED

All non-tithers say I CANT AFFORD TO DO IT

Which camp would you rather be in?

Hear me – these principles of tithing, firstfruits and first-born are biblical and eternal.  Aligning your life and actions with them can’t help but bring God’s blessing.

Look at Genesis 4:

3 And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the LORD. 4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the LORD respected Abel and his offering, 5 but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.

Next Week – We are going to talk about Abel and Cain and why God accepted Abel’s and not Cain’s offering and also we are going to dive into the subject of LIFE, NOT LAW!!!
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