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LIFE, NOT LAW
Series based on the book “The Blessed Life” by Robert Morris

Review of last week

Respect for Abel – One of the reasons God accepted Abel’s sacrifice and refused Cain’s was because Abel gave of the firstfruits.  Abel gave of the firstborn of his flock but it never mentions that Cain gave of the firstfruits of his crop.

In fact Genesis 4:3-5 gives the account – notice this – 

3And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD.

4And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering:

5But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.

“and in the process of time” – in other words, Cain grew his crops and then, ‘in the process of time,” got around to bringing an offering to the Lord.  The implication is that he didn’t bring his firstfruits to the Lord.  Abel on the other hand, brought the firstborn of his flock to the Lord, and God accepted his offering.

There is a vital lesson in this folks – God is looking at our hearts when we give.  And when we give of the first of our firstfruits or our tithe, God receives and respects that offering.  The tithe is your firstfruit.  The tithe, according to scripture, has to be first.  The bible is extremely clear on this matter – Leviticus 27:30 says:

And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD’s.  It is holy to the LORD.

Just as the firstborn and the firstfruits belong to God, so does the tithe belong to Him.  IT has to be first!  So many times we pay all our bills then pay our tithe if we have enough – giving has to be first.

Paul mentions something interesting in Romans 11:16

For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches.

There are so many blessings that go along with tithing, but it is the principle of putting God first and the principle of faith that initiates the blessing.  It is the trigger.  The first portion is the portion that redeems the rest.  The first portion carries the blessing.  So often we give the first portion to everything else and by doing so we are saying we respect all our bills more than we respect God.

Someone who understands what giving is all about says, I know I have a stack of bills here, but I am going to give to God first and trust Him to bless the rest of the lump.

There was much more at stake than money when Abraham offered his firstborn son, Isaac.  You’ll notice that Abraham didn’t wait to see if he had 10 sons before he gave his first one.  Nor did God go to Abraham when he only had Isaac and say, “After you have had four or five more sons, I am going to come to ask you for one of them.”

God asked for the first when one was all he had!!  Abraham had only the promise of having more sons.  It took faith for Abraham to offer Isaac.  And faith is precisely what giving requires.  It is giving God the first, in faith.

When God asked for the firstborn lamb, you had to give it in faith, with only the promise and hope that the ewe would produce more.  Many people say they’re putting God first, but true tithing is where the rubber meets the road.  It is where we walk what we talk.

If you tell me that God is first in your life, then let me see your checkbook.  Then we will see who’s first in our life.  Will it say the mortgage company is first in your life?  Does it say the car company takes a higher place on your list of priorities?  Or is it the clear testimony of your spending patterns that God is first?

When Satan comes against you with fear and says, “You’re going to go broke, your marriage is going to fail, you’re going to get a disease,” you can firmly reply, “No, I’m a tither, and because I tithe, the Bible says that God will rebuke the devourer for my sake.  Yes, FOR MY SAKE!!  God is first in my life, and God is going to redeem and protect everything else in my life!”

I think I would rather try to make it my life with 90% of my income and all of that blessed, redeemed and protected by God, than try to make it with 100% of my income and it all be cursed.

I hope that you understand where I am coming from in all of this – I am not up here proclaiming the truth about tithing and giving because God needs money; I’m delivering these truths for all of our sakes.  God may not need you to give – but you and I need to blessed.

I often hurt for people because they haven’t learned these principles and as a result they do not walk in the blessings of God.  I have counseled countless people that are living under a curse as a direct result of stealing from God.  

Tithing and Giving is LIFE, NOT LAW.

I have heard it and I know you have heard people say – Well I don’t tithe because tithing is part of the “Law”

I want you to understand something – tithing is not law to me – it is life.

Giving and tithing is a principle that runs throughout the Word of God.  In fact if you will study this subject out it predates the Law of Moses by thousands of years.  We saw earlier that the principle of the tithe was in operation as Abraham was asked to offer Isaac and when he gave a tenth of the spoils to Melchizedek who was a representation of Jesus Christ.

This principle goes all the way back to the opening chapters of genesis – we saw it in the account of Abel and Cain but we can also see it in God’s instructions to Adam and Eve.  

The tree – all of them but one

Notice that in giving Adam and Eve stewardship of the Garden, God gave them every tree from which they could eat freely except for one.  Exercising faithful stewardship of the Garden meant leaving that one tree alone.  They were not to take that fruit for themselves and consume it.  Being faithful stewards meant life to Adam and Eve.  By choosing to eat of the fruit of the tree, they were acting like owners rather than stewards.

This is exactly how the principle of the tithe operates for us.  God gives us stewardship responsibility over our lives.  Even though it all belongs to HIM, he richly gives us all things to enjoy – 1 Timothy 6:17.  But he asks us not to touch the firstfruits.  “The Tithe and the firstfruits are mine,” says the Lord.

We show God that we recognize that we are stewards not owners when we give.  

The tithe completely transcends the OT law.  But that shouldn’t surprise us, because so do many other eternal principles.  

Come to church – shoot somebody – Why did you do that?  The bible says that you are not supposed to murder – my response – thou shalt not kill – was part of the law.  I’m not under the law.  I’m under grace.

You would quickly point out to me that respecting human life and not murdering are principles that run all through the Word of God.

I know that I am using and absurd example to make an important point.  Just because something was mentioned in the law of Moses doesn’t mean that we can throw it out now.  

Lets look at it from a different perspective for a minute.  If something was wrong under the Law, can it be right under grace?  In other words, since murder was wrong under the Law, is it now right under grace?  Of course not!!

Now lets turn the question around.  If something was right under the Law, is it now wrong under grace?  Specifically, tithing was clearly the right thing to do under the Law.  The OT makes that very clear.  But is it now the wrong thing to do under grace?  Certainly not!!

We cannot afford to throw out any vital principles in the Word of God – and tithing is a principle that runs all through Scripture.  What a lot of Christians fail to comprehend is that tithing is a test.

PASSING THE TEST

Matthew 6 – “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (V.21)

Notice something – it doesn’t says where your heart is, there your treasure will be also.  It basically says that your heart follows your treasure.  This is why tithing represents a test for every Christian.  

The word translated tithe in the Bible literally means “tenth” or a “tenth part”.  If you study out the number 10 in the bible you will quickly discover that it represents testing.  

Examples:

How many plagues were there in Egypt?  In other words how many times did God test Pharaohs heart?  The answer is 10.

How many commandments are there?  In other words, in how many ways is our obedience tested?  The answer is 10

How many times did God test Israel while they were wandering in the wilderness?  And how many times did God test Jacob’s heart (by allowing his wages to be changed) when he was working for Laban?  Or how many days was Daniel tested in the first chapter of the book of Daniel?  In each case, the answer is, of course, 10.

The pattern continues in the NT.  In Matthew 25, 10 virgins had their preparedness tested.  Ten days of testing are mentioned in Revelation 2:10.  And, of course, Jesus had 10 disciples.  (Actually, He had 12, but I was testing you!)

What is true is that the number 10 is associated with testing throughout the Bible.  And the tithe represents the ultimate “heart test” for the believer.  But, more significantly, tithing is also the only area in which the Christian is invited to test God:

10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.

I have often wondered why God put this passage in the OT – just a few pages away from entering into the NT – I have questioned – did you know God that people would use the excuse that it is in the OT and try to explain this principle away.  I think the answer would be that God put those verses exactly where he wanted them to be because tithing is a test of the heart.  If He would of put them into the NT, they wouldn’t be as much of a test as it must be.  

Tithing is truly a test.  The truth of this passage seems so simple to me.  If I tithe, I’m blessed.  If I don’t, I’m cursed.  

If you are still unsure about this tithing business then take God up on the offer He makes in Malachi 3:10.  Test Him on it!

READ MALACHI 3:10

God is essentially saying, “Test me in this, I dare you, I double dog dare you!”  Clearly God is saying TEST ME.  
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